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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


April 3, 2020 


BREAKING NEWS 
Conference Annual Meeting Date Moved to Fall 2020. 
More details below. 


Take a Deep Breath 
by Rev. Char Burch, Transitional Conference Minister 


Grace and peace to you all! This past Sunday, some 
of you who follow the Common Lectionary readings 
may have heard the reading from Ezekiel 37 and the 
valley of dry bones. It always amazes me how 
scripture speaks to particular circumstances in 
various ways. The Israelites were feeling lost and 
hopeless when they were exiled from that which was 
their home and their normal lives. God said that God 
would cause breath to enter them and the dry bones 
would live. 


So take a deep breath! Take a deep breath and feel 
God's breath entering your soul and giving life and hope in these times of 
feeling loss and uncertainty. 


For those of you providing spiritual leadership: whether in local church, 
chaplaincy or pastoral care settings, thank you! You are breathing life - 
perhaps from a distance - into those experiencing the grief of change and 
loss, even as you experience these things yourselves. In addition to the loss 
of financial stability, people are experiencing the loss of the rhythm of their 
lives; planned proms and graduation ceremonies; the freedom to come and 
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go; the expectation of being with loved ones who need support; the 
confidence that we as a country are able to prevent what other countries 
cannot. There is a lot of loss and grief and fear. 


When we experience such losses, we respond as we do with other times of 
grief - denial, anger, depression, guilt, exhaustion, etc. All of this is natural 
and okay to feel. But it is helpful to remember that grief and feelings of loss 
are something that we can move through and get to another place - which 
will be a new place of being. 


Liturgically, our focus turns toward Holy Week and Easter. It is a story of 
ups and downs: from the shouts of Palm Sunday to the uncertainty of 
Maundy Thursday; from the horror and fear of Good Friday to the hope and 
joy of Easter. However, as God was present with Jesus and the disciples 
throughout the experiences of what we call Holy Week, so God will be with 
us in our ups and downs, in our grief and sorrow. And God will also be in 
the depth of our joy at being able to remember and reaffirm our faith in the 
one who is greater than we can ever imagine. Even in the midst of grief and 
uncertainty, we are a people of hope and resurrection! 


Blessings! - Char 


COVID-19 Special Section 


Special Southeast Conference Webinar: Impact of the 
Pandemic on Church Finances 


In times of uncertainty, it is natural to worry about church finances! 
Pastors, church treasurers, and other lay leaders are invited to participate 
in a Zoom virtual meeting specifically for the Southeast Conference to 
discuss stewardship and financial concerns in these times of challenge. We 
will be joined by Andrew Warner, UCC Generosity Outreach Officer, and 
Patrick Duggan and Susan Mitchell of the UCC Building & Loan Fund. 


e Monday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time (6:00 pm Central) 
e Register here for the online meeting. 


This webinar is open to all who are interested in attending. 


April Zoom Meetings for Clergy 


For All Clergy - A hour of Conversations and Prayer 
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e Tuesdays (April 7, 14, 21 28): 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. Central) 
e Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 


For Specialized Ministers 


e Tuesday, April 28: 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
e Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


New Facebook Group for Clergy and Laity 


We have a new Facebook Group for our clergy and local church lay 
leadership: https://www.facebook.com/groups/654449305307321/. The 
group provides an asynchronous online forum to ask questions of each 
other, share experiences, make suggestions, offer support, etc. 


UCC’s “Daily Briefing” on COVID-19 provides facts to 
fight fear 


The Humanitarian and Development Team of the 
Cleveland, Ohio-based United Church of Christ wants 
to ensure that members of the wider church and 
beyond get facts and not false information about the 
coronavirus pandemic. So it brought in a public health 
professional to act as the UCC “point person” for the 
church's COVID-19 response. 


Barbara Baylor (a member of First Congregational 
Church in Atlanta) began work Friday, March 20, as 
UCC Disaster Ministries' Health Liaison. Her job: to 
help decipher all of the material available from a plethora of respected 
sources and create an online daily brief that simplifies the data and shares 
the latest information about the virus. 


Themes explored to date include the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
people of color, on people experiencing homelessness, and on children. 
COVID-19 and the U.S. healthcare system, recently adopted stimulus 
packages, strategies for coping with stress, and the discussion around 
whether and when to wear a face mask also have been examined. 


continue daily Monday through Friday throughout the duration of the 
pandemic. 
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Two Webinars on April 7 about the CARES Act 


The UCC Insurance Board is hosting a free webinar on Tuesday, April 7 at 
2:00 p.m. Eastern. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act is a $2 trillion stimulus package signed into law on March 27, 
2020. The CARES Act was designed to provide stability and relief to 
businesses, individuals, and nonprofits. During these challenging times, 
interpreting and understanding new legislation may feel overwhelming; 
Insurance Board continues to protect your ministry by offering resources to 
support it. Join us for our second webcast on COVID-19 legislation on 
Tuesday, April 7, at 2:00 PM Eastern. This webcast is free and open to all. 
Register here. 


(The Insurance Board's previously recorded webcast on the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act is available for viewing on their website: 
https://www.insuranceboard.org/online-learning/) 


Later on Tuesday afternoon there will be an interfaith webinar, A Faith 
Response to COVID-19 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern. The webinar 
will explain important details of the recently passed CARES Act, the positive 
provisions, and the key priorities that were left out. We will look at 
implications of COVID-19 and the recent legislation on a variety of issues 
and populations, including: incarcerated individuals, immigrants, low- 
income communities, Native Americans, our health care system, and 
elections. Congress is already starting negotiations on a fourth COVID-19 
package. The second half of this webinar will be an advocacy training about 
how to set up and conduct virtual meetings with congressional offices. The 
faith voice is incredibly important at this moment. We hope you will join 
and spread the word. 


Volunteers Needed for Telechaplaincy 


The need for spiritual care in this unprecedented time is critical. We are 
beginning to receive calls from healthcare institutions that need additional 
Spiritual care provider assistance. If you are a student who needs hours to 
complete a CPE unit, a retired professional who is searching for ways to 
help, a psychotherapist who wants to provide mental health support to 
affected communities, or a trained layperson or member of the clergy who 
would like to offer spiritual care through telechaplaincy, please complete 
the form linked below from ACPE. We are grateful for your support to our 
colleagues and those they serve during this crisis. 


The Association of Professional Chaplains is seeking volunteers to meet 
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these requests. If you would like to be considered for telechaplaincy 
support, please complete this form Names and information will only be 
shared with institutional leadership working to meet the needs of those 
whom they serve. If you have questions or need more information, please 
email COVID-19@acpe.edu. 


Additional Resources as We Cope with COVID-19 


e United Church of Christ Denominational Resources: The UCC has a 
wealth of information: https://www.ucc.org/coronavirus 

e Insurance Board: There are also many resources on the UCC 
Insurance Board website: ww.insuranceboard.org 

e Horizon Stewardship, an organization that partners with several 
United Methodist groups, has provided a variety of good resources for 
church leaders, including their series on “Resilient Leadership:” 
https://horizons.net/covid-19-resources/ 

e Mental Health Resources: As the pandemic continues issues of 
mental health are becoming more prevalent as people are dealing 
with anxiety, fear, lack of routines, etc. The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness has a free resource created to assist during the COVID- 
19 crisis. Click to download. 

e The UCC Mental Health Network has a helpful post about assisting 
others in dealing with isolation. Look for the article “Overcoming 
Isolation:” http://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/ 

e Offer of Meditative, Therapeutic Music: Rev. Jean Norton is offering 
to provide therapeutic harp music to create quiet or mediation 
offerings for church worship and individual live debriefing/harp 
sessions for chaplains and health care professionals as they cope with 
stress. Jean is a Board Certified Chaplain, a Clinical Music Intern with 
Harp for the Healing Clinical Musician Certification Program. For more 
information, contact Jean at heartsongjean@gmail.com. 


Government Resources that Include Assistance for 
Local Churches 


e CARES Act: Particularly note that churches are eligible to apply for 
forgivable small business loans under the Paycheck Protection 
Program of the CARES Act. These forgivable loans provide assistance 
in meeting payroll and other needs over a specified period of time. 
More information can be found at www.sba.gov. In addition, the 
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Insurance Board is hosting a free webinar on Monday, April 7 at 2:00 
p.m. Eastern. Register here. 

e Family First Coronavirus Response Act: This allows employers, 
including churches, to grant paid leave and sick leave, providing 
matching tax credit that employers receive. 


More information is located on the UCC website. 


News from the Conference Office 


Conference Annual Meeting Date Moved to the Fall! 


Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Directors, at their 
April 2 meeting via Zoom, made the decision to move the Annual 
Meeting from June 19-20 to the Fall. The actual date will be 
announced in the near future. Online registration has been 
suspended. Because the Youth Program was an important part of the 
June Annual Meeting and a Fall date will negatively impact the 
presence of youth, the Youth Program will happen in June 2021. In 
addition, the Boundary Awareness Training scheduled for June 18th 
will be rescheduled. 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss, Generosity Coordinator 


There's a lot coming at us right now from something 
we can't even see...and for some, it seems 
overwhelming. | pray that we are following the 
guidelines from the CDC, practicing social distancing, 
or sheltering-in. Whatever it is that you are doing to 
remain safe, thank you. 


First, | want to check in and let you know that we 
continue to keep each and every one of you in our 
thoughts and prayers. If | haven't reached out to you 
by phone or email, don't worry, | am working thru my 
list and promise that you will receive a call or email 
from me real soon. We want to be present and as helpful as possible with 
whatever it is that your churches are facing. 
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Psalm 91: 1-5 (Amplified translation) 

"He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall remain stable and 
fixed under the shadow of he Almighty. | will say of the Lord, You are my Refuge 
and my Fortress, my God; on Him | lean and rely, and in Him | trust! For He will 
deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He will 
cover you with His pinions, and under His wings shall you trust and find refuge; 
His truth and His faithfulness are a shield and a buckler." 


You may not be able to "go" to a building, but we are STILL THE CHURCH. 
WE ARE STILL HERE and we will walk this walk, TOGETHER!! Look forward 
to seeing you all real soon. Stay safe. 


Blessings, as we continue on this journey, TOGETHER 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of April 5 


Open Table; Mobile, Alabama 
Susannah Davis 

Dorothea Lotze-Kola 

Matt Laney 

Stephen Sterner 


Week of April 12 
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Open Community UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Emmanuel UCC; Greenville, South Carolina 
Kristen Barner 

Kirk Foster 

Ellen Sims 

Bennie Liggins 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Open Table, Mobile AL; Rush Memorial, 
Atlanta GA 


News from the Wider Church 


One Great Hour of Sharing® Sunday was March 22 


One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission offerings of the 
United Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering supports the disaster, 
refugee, and development ministries of the UCC. Although the suggested 
offering date for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering was March 22, it's 
not too late to have your church contribute. 


Our Whole Lifes (OWL) Online 


The UCC national staff has received many questions about OWL 
programming in light of COVID-19, so they are sharing recommendations to 
practice the OWL value of responsibility: 


Recognizing that UCC churches have local church autonomy, we HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND you immediately postpone any in-person OWL 
programming. PLEASE DO NOT offer OWL Online in any capacity--Zoom, 
Skype, YouTube, FaceTime--please don't. 


e It wasn't created for or tested for efficacy online. 

e Its in-person interactions and experiential learning cannot be instantly 
replicated on an online platform. 

e More importantly, the potential for harm exists online. 

e Lack of privacy is a grave concern, as friends, parents, and siblings 
may be in the room, off or on camera. 

e For youth and teen programs, parental permission is required, and 
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that agreement can be broken if friends and siblings listen/view OWL 
workshops online. 

e And also, the UCC and UUA must also be responsible stewards of 
material we've been granted permission to use in print but not online. 


If you have questions about this, please contact Amy Johnson, UCC Minister 
for Sexuality Education and Justice. Nothing in Our Whole Lives is so timely 
that it is worth putting lives at risk. Once health officials give the all-clear, 
you can think creatively about how to complete your program. 


A Message from the Cornerstone Fund 


The United Church of Christ Cornerstone Fund would like to remind 
everyone that "we are here for you." Investments with the Cornerstone 
Fund are both faith-based and socially responsible. In today’s highly volatile 
market, it is also important to have a diversified investment portfolio. 


As an affiliated ministry of the denomination, we certainly recognize the 
impact that COVID-19 is likely to have on weekly giving within the church. If 
you have not already done so, we strongly encourage you to set-up and 
publish online giving for your congregation, encouraging your membership 
to not only participate in an online weekly offering, but to set-up their 
accounts with recurring giving. 


Now, more than ever, it is important to institute best practices for a 
financially healthy congregation. We encourage you to watch this 
webinar, so that you are optimizing your church's operating dollars during 
this time of uncertainty. Additionally, we're providing this free download of 
our Financial Toolkit, that fully captures these best practices, including the 
important role of your church treasurer. 


2020 National Youth Event “Unite” Has Been Postponed 


Because of the COVID-19 outbreak, the decision has been made that the 
National Youth Event that was scheduled for Purdue University this 
summer has been postponed until the summer of 2022. Refunds are in 
process for those who already registered. 


HOWEVER, conversations are in process to create something new for this 
summer. Still using the theme UNITE, the planning team is working to 
connect our youth in a virtual event. Look for more details to come!! 
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News from our Local Congregations 


Installation of Dorinda Broadnax 


On Sunday, March 15 many folks had the opportunity to gather and 
celebrate the installation of the Rev. Dorinda Broadnax as the pastor of 
First Congregational UCC, Birmingham, AL. Congratulations! Also, if you 
missed it before, be sure to check out this fantastic article about Dorinda's 
ministry. 


Pastor’s Tip for Texting Your Congregation 
by Brice Thomas 


| wanted to share a great app I've been using to stay in touch with my 
congregation. Hit Em Up is an awesome way to send out mass text 
messages with personalized greetings and church-wide announcements. It 
is very low cost and offers the ability to set up various groups for 
messaging. Read more on our website. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 
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UCC History and Polity from Vanderbilt Divinity 


Rev. Dr. Lillian Lammers will be teaching a UCC History and Polity Course 
online through Vanderbilt Divinity School from May 8 - June 30. Those who 
are not Vanderbilt students can take the course as an auditor for $300, 
gaining full access to all Vanderbilt systems and libraries. Once participants 
complete all the work and participate fully with others in the intensive 
course they will receive an official letter indicating they have met the 
requirement. For more details, contact Lillian Lammers. 


Conference Calendar 


Special Southeast Conference Webinar: Impact of the Pandemic on 
Church Finances 
April 6 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT (register here) 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
April 7 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


Annual Meeting Planning Session 
April 13 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
April 14 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
April 16 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
April 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 
April 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT (https://zoom.us/j/354744689) 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
April 28 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


SEC Annual Meeting (POSTPONED) 


June 19-20, 2020 
Montgomery, AL 
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National Youth Event (CANCELLED) 
July 22-25, 2020 
Purdue University, IN 


View the full calendar of events online: https://\ 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; cburché 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hf 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss\ 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@sex 
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